NEW KID IN TOWN
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Emma stared out the car window as houses
rolled by. Everything looked different here. Her old
home felt far away. "We're here!" Mom announced
cheerfully. Emma's tummy felt funny. She clutched
her stuffed bear tight. The new house seemed so big
and empty. "Will I make friends?" Emma whispered.
Mom smiled and hugged her. "You will, sweetie. Just
give it time." Emma wasn't so sure.






Emma's new school was huge. The hallways
stretched forever. Kids laughed and played
everywhere, but Emma didn't know anyone. She
found her classroom and sat in the back. A girl
with black hair smiled at her. Emma looked down at
her desk. "Hi! I'm Lily," the girl said brightly. Emma
managed a tiny wave. "I'm Emma," she whispered.
Maybe school wouldn't be so bad after all.






The bell rang for recess. Emma walked outside
slowly. Kids ran to the swings and slides. Groups of
friends played together everywhere. Emma stood by
the fence alone. She watched other children laugh
and play games. A kickball rolled near her feet.
Emma picked it up but didn't know who to throw it
to. She setit down gently. Recess felt like the longest
time ever.






"Do you want to play?" someone asked. Emma
turned around. It was Lily from class! "I'm not
very good at games," Emma said quietly. Lily
grinned. "That's okay! Neither am | sometimes.
Come on!" She grabbed Emma's hand. They walked
toward the playground together. Emma's heart felt
lighter. Maybe making friends wasn't impossible.
Lily showed her the monkey bars. "These are my
favorite!" Lily exclaimed happily.






At the monkey bars, another girl was hanging upside
down. "This is Maya," Lily said. "She's really funny!"
Maya flipped down and landed perfectly. "Hi, new
kid!" Maya said with a big smile. Emma giggled. "Hi,
I'm Emma." "Want to see me do it again?" Maya
asked. Emma nodded excitedly. Maya swung back
up and made silly faces. All three girls laughed
together. Emma felt warm inside.






"We have a club," Maya announced proudly.
"It's called the Adventure Friends. Want to join?"
Emma's eyes grew wide. "Really? Me?" Lily nodded
enthusiastically. "Yes! We explore and have fun
together!" Emma couldn't believe it. She'd only been
here two days. "What do we do?" Emma asked
curiously. "Tomorrow we're going to the park after
school," Lily explained. "Can you come?" Emma
beamed. "I'll ask my mom!"






The next day, Emma met Lily and Maya at Sunshine
Park. "Follow us!" Maya called out, running ahead.
They discovered a creek with smooth stones. Lily
found one shaped like a heart. Emma spotted a
bright blue feather. "Let's build a fairy house!" Lily
suggested. They gathered twigs and leaves carefully.
Maya arranged the stones in a circle. Emma added
the blue feather on top. "Perfect!" all three said
together.






"I have an idea," Emma said nervously. "What if we
made a treasure map?" Maya jumped up and down.
"Yes! That's amazing!" Lily pulled out paper from her
backpack. Emma drew the park with an X marking
their fairy house. "Now other kids can find it too,"
Emma explained. Maya added drawings of trees and
the creek. Lily colored it beautifully. "Emma, you're
so creative!" Lily said. Emma blushed happily.






Rain poured down the next day at school. "No
recess outside," the teacher announced sadly.
Everyone groaned. Emma looked at Lily and Maya.
"Want to draw more maps?" she whispered. They
gathered at a table together. Emma drew imaginary
islands. Maya added treasure chests and pirates.
Lily created magical creatures. Other kids came to
watch. "Can we help?" they asked. Soon the whole
class was drawing together and having fun.
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On Friday, Emma's teacher made an
announcement. "Emma has been here one week.
Let's celebrate!" The class sang a welcome song.
Emma felt her cheeks turn red. Lily and Maya
stood beside her proudly. "Emma's our best friend,"
Maya told everyone. The teacher smiled warmly.
"We're lucky to have you, Emma." Kids clapped and
cheered. Emma couldn't stop smiling. She finally felt
like she belonged here.






Saturday morning, Emma's doorbell rang. Lily and
Maya stood outside with their bikes! "Surprise!
Want to ride together?" Lily asked. Emma grabbed
her bike excitedly. They rode through the
neighborhood, wind in their hair. Maya led them to
an ice cream shop. They each got different flavors
and shared tastes. "I'm so glad we're friends," Emma
said. "Me too!" Lily and Maya said together. Emma
loved her new town now.






That night, Emma helped Mom unpack the last
boxes. "How do you like it here?" Mom asked gently.
Emma hugged her tight. "l love it! | have two best
friends!" She told Mom about Lily and Maya and all
their adventures. "l was so scared at first," Emma
admitted. "But everything turned out wonderful!"
Mom kissed her forehead. "I'm so proud of you,
sweetie." Emma smiled at her new room. It finally
felt like home.
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